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Summary
Nests located: 32
From Sunday, February 12th to Saturday, June 3rd

Nests were located from 3 feet to 35 feet in:
Cottonwood: 5 nests
Oregon Ash: 16 nests
Oak: 2 nests
Douglas Fir: 5 nests
Western Red Cedar: 1 nest
Grand Fir: 1 nest
Locust: 1 nest
Bunch of twigs: 1 nest

Successful nests: 17
Total fledglings: 30
Failed nests: 15

Out of the total failures:

Nests destroyed by predation: 6
Nests abandoned but still intact: 1
Nests abandoned but too high up to see how they 
failed: 3
Nests abandoned due to cold weather:

nests with 1 egg: 3
nest with 2 dead hatchlings:1

Nest abandoned in mid April: 1
2 dead stage III-IV nestlings

Nest built in Cottonwood
Young about to fledge.

2 nestlings found dead in mid April
Female adult abandoned.



Anna’s Hummingbird Nest 
Building 

Typical nest building takes 3 to 10 days. 
Some hummingbirds take their time; others 
build their nests quickly. The first egg is 
usually laid before the nest is finished. During 
the next week, lichen is attached to the outer 
nest, making it blend in better with the 
environment.

Incubation lasts about 2 weeks and the young 
will fledge 3 to 4 weeks after hatching.

Anna’s Hummingbirds will re-nest for 2 
reasons. If the first nesting attempt is 
successful, the female may choose to nest 
again. On occasion, the female will use the 
same nest, but normally will build another one 
close by. The second reason for re-nesting 
would be if the female’s first attempt fails: in 
that case she would re-nest in another 
location.

Observations in Oaks Bottom 
Observations were taken twice a week on 
weekends for 3 to 6 hours per visit. 
Hummingbirds start building their nests from 
late January into late February and early 
March. Nests found after March are more 
likely re-nesters. In 2017, the first nest was 
found on February 12th. 8 nests were located 
in February, 10 nests in March, 10 nests in 
April, 2 nests in May, and 2 nests in June.

2017 saw many more nests than previous 
years: with so many nesting closely together, 
it has become very difficult to determine a 
new nest builder from a re-nester. Because of 
this, this report lists just the total of all nests 
found, and does not indicate re-nesters.

First nest found, half built, in Locust tree on 
Sunday February 12th.

Female Anna’s incubating her eggs. Nest almost 
finished.



Nest locations: South of Mausoleum

No nests were found south of the Mausoleum from February 1st to mid March. The path was flooded 
between March 18th and April 8th and I could not make it to the Mausoleum and beyond. I did not find any 
nests in the remaining month of April or the month of May.



Nest locations: North End

    

30 nests were found in the north end of 
Oaks Bottom

16 nests were found in the wet popular area 
(area in the blue border). 
7 were successful: 12 fledglings
6 were abandoned: 

2 nests with 2 dead young each
2 nests with young gone but nest intact
2 nests with 1 egg each

3 were destroyed by a predator. 

6 nests were found along the paved path.
5 nests were successful: 9 fledglings
1 nest destroyed by a predator.

8 nests were found in the North Meadow area
4 were successful: 7 fledglings
2 were abandoned:

1 nest with 1 egg
1 nest too high up to see-nest left intact

2 nests were destroyed by a predator. 

2 nests were found along the Bluff Path before 
the Mausoleum.
1 was successful: 2 fledglings
1 was abandoned:

nest too high up to see-nest left intact



Beautiful Nests



              Young hatchlings

nest photographed 4-8 same nest 7 days later 4-15

same nest 7 days later 4-22



Just about to fledge

2 fledglings from different nests

This nest was found the last day I 
spent looking for nests. I missed 
the nest building, incubating, 
feeding, and fledging! This nest 
was successful. I can tell by all the 
“poop” on the side of the trunk.



It has been a fantastic year!

Finding 32 nests is amazing!

Out of those 32 nests there were 17 successful nests, 15 failed nests and 30 fledglings. That is 10 
more fledglings than last year. 

This is the first year that there were more successes than failures.

What is even more wonderful is that there was only 1 nest where the hatchlings were taken from 
the nest while leaving the nest intact. There were also 3 nests that were abandoned but up too 
high to see in, but left intact. Last year, there were 10 nests where the hatchlings were taken out 
while leaving the nest intact, and 1 nest up too high to see. I am hopeful that this will be a trend 
that continues into the future, seeing that this has been the number one reason for failures.
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