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Summary
Nests located: 28. From January 30 to 
April 15th
Re-nesters located: 1.  On April 4th

Nests were located from 3 feet to 30 ft in:
Western Red Cedar: 2 nests
Douglas Fir: 5 nests
Cottonwood: 10 nests
Oregon Ash: 9 nests
Oak: 1 nest

Successful nests:10. Total Fledglings: 18
Successful re-nesters 1. Total Fledgings 2

Failed nests:17
Failed re-nesters 0

Out of the total failures:
Nests destroyed by predation: 5
Nests abandoned but still intact: 10
These 10 nests had small hatchlings which 
were taken out of the nest somehow, then 
the nests were abandoned by the adult.
Nests abandoned but too high up to so see 
how they failed: 1
Nest with 2 dead week old hatchlings: 1

Above: Nest destroyed by predation. 

Right: 2 dead young about a week old.
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Anna’s Hummingbird Nest 
Building
Typical nest building takes 3 to 10 days. Some hum-
mingbirds take their time; others build their nests 
quickly. The first egg is usually laid before the nest 
is finished. During the next week, lichen is attached 
to the outer nest, making it blend in better with the 
environment. 

Incubation lasts about 2 weeks and the young will 
fledge 3 to 4 weeks after hatching.

Anna’s Hummingbirds will re-nest for 2 reasons. 
If the first nesting attempt is successful, the female 
may choose to nest again. On occasion the female 
will use the same nest, but normally will build 
another one close by. The second reason for re-nest-
ing would be if the female’s first attempt fails, and 
would re-nest in another location.

Observations in Oaks Bottom
Oaks Bottom Anna’s Hummingbirds start
building their nests from late January into Feburary 
and early March. This year, beginning nest building 
was late January into early February, possibly due to 
the nice weather. Observations were taken twice a 
week on weekends for 3 to 5 hours per visit.
In the 2016 season, I found the first nest on January 
30th. This nest was half built. 13 nests were found 
in February, 8 more in March and 5 in April.

I found 1 re-nester on April 4th. The same day that 
her first nest was abandoned, she started to build 
her second nest. This second attempt was successful.

Adult female building her nest

Anna’s Hummingbird incubating her eggs
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Nest locations: South of Mausoleum

3 hummingbird nests were found along the wooded 
bluff, just south of the Mausoleum.
None of them were successful.

#5 nest destroyed by predation. 
#7 nest abandoned but still intact
#16 nest abandoned but still intact
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Nest locations: North End

25 nests were found in the north end of Oaks 
Bottom. 

13 nests were found in the wet popular area (area in 
the blue border).
5 nests were successful. 1 nest was a re-nester
1 was destroyed by predator
7 nests were abandoned because the young were 
somehow plucked out of the nests with the nests  
remaining intact.

5 nests were found along the paved path.
4 nests were successful.
1 nest had 2 dead young about 1 week old

4 nests were found in the North Meadow
1 nest was successful.
2 nests were destroyed
1 nest was abandoned because the young 
were somwhow plucked out of the nest 
with the nest remaining intact.
3 nests were found along the beginning 
of the Bluff Path
1 nest was sucessful
2 nests were found empty, but intact
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Here are some photos taken during the incubation 
period.
Some Anna’s choose nest locations close to the tree 
trunk, while others prefer to be further out along a 
branch.
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Here are some photos taken of nestlings at various 
ages. The bottom photos are nestlings days from 
fledging.
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More Photos

The worst  nest ever built! No spider web was used to hold the 
nest together.

Notice the tiny beak sticking up out of the nest.

Nestlings showing their pin feathers.

Adult female feeding on nectar from young  pussy willows.
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It has been an interesting year!
Finding 28 nests in one season is a first!

Out of those 28 nests, there were 10 successful and 18 failures, and 20 fledglings.

What seems to be the most reoccuring problem is the nests that have the young plucked out, while 
being able to leave the nest undisturbed. I can only speculate, as I have never seen it happen while 
osberving the nests.

There are many non native squirrels in all the nesting areas.

Other birds, such as Jays and Crows are known to eat young hatchlings, but I never see them in the 
nesting areas.

Maybe the other nesting hummingbirds, being territorial, may want to rid the area of other nest-
ers. Maybe I will figure it all out someday!
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