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Executive Summary 
 
  The Snow Mountain Ranch (SMR) was acquired by the Kee family in a land exchange in 1990.  It was 
historically part of the Keerins Ranch and had been used as grazing land. 

  The Kee family has grazed the property with livestock but the primary use of the property has been for 
recreation; hunting, wildlife watching and nature observation. 

  The property is a primarily a high elevation wet meadow and harbors two large aspen communities, 
the headwaters of Flat Creek, mahogany ridges, bitterbrush hills, sagebrush flats, ponderosa pine forest 
and old growth juniper. (Photo 1) 

  A large variety of wildlife utilize the property and the bird numbers and diversity are very high. 

  There is a large cabin on the property and two springs have been developed, one for cabin use the 
other for wildlife. 

  Invasive western juniper has begun to dominate the property. 

  The family wants to manage the property for maximum bio-diversity with an eye to developing income 
that is compatible with this objective. 

Western Juniper 

  Reducing fire risk and increasing desirable plant diversity has begun with juniper control.  In 2012 the 
family began cutting around the cabin to reduce fire risks. ( Photo 2) 

  In 2013 the family secured funding through the Oregon Department of Forestry to have 60 acres of 
juniper cut as fart of  Federal Fuels reduction program.  See attached map for areas of control. The 
response of ponderosa pine seedlings, bitterbrush and great basin wild rye has been very good.  Over 
5000 ponderosa pine trees received relief from encroaching juniper. (photos 3& 4) 

  The family would like to reduce the juniper by over 80 percent across the property.  There is one 
section of old growth juniper that will be retained for wildlife and aesthetic values. ( photo 5) 

  The family had 40 acres of junipers cut with funding from the BLM and Grant County SWCD over 20 
years ago above the spring that supplies the cabin.  New juniper encroachment is occurring and control 
should continue while trees are smaller.  The old downed wood in this area helped restore and re-
invigorate a currant shrub community.  Brush fences can continue to protect this area from grazing 
animals. 

Aspen 

  There are two large aspen patches on the property and a few decadent stands that will require active 
restoration to encourage expansion. (photo 6) 

  The large patches of aspen are experiencing significant encroachment of juniper, but also pine in some 
areas.  The family would like to restore, protect and encourage expansion of aspen. 

 

 



Ponderosa Pine 

  The pine on the site ranges from mature to seedling.  The recent juniper control work around the cabin 
that released 5000 pine seedlings, will need thinning of the pine to develop mature merchantable 
timber. ( photo 7) 

  The areas of mature timber are overstocked and at significant threat of fire.  The family would like to 
do some pre-commercial and commercial thinning to protect timber, reduce fire risk and receive some 
income. (photo 8) 

  The property borders Malhuer National Forest that harbors rare old growth Ponderosa Pine.  The 
family would like to focus fuel reductions efforts in this area to protect this valuable public resource.  
The family would like to manage adjacent lands for long term Old Growth development. 

Riparian Areas 

  The property has Flat Creek running from West to East dissecting the property.  A tributary to Flat 
Creek which the family has called Rail Creek runs is a tributary from the South. (photo 9, 10, 11 &12) 

  Both of these creeks have significant wet meadows associations.  

  Management of a portion of these riparian areas will include permanent exclusion fence designed to 
keep out all ungulates.  Currently elk have the greatest impact on these areas. 

  The long term impacts of elk on the riparian communities which are willow dominated, may have 
reduced the diversity of these areas.  Black cottonwood may be a good candidate for restoration.   

Upland Shrubs 

  The property has significant areas of bitterbrush, all of which are being crowded out by juniper.  The 
family wants to release bitterbrush to encourage additional mule deer use. (photo 11) 

  Two locations on the property harbor mountain mahogany communities.  Both of the areas are 
experiencing encroachment by western juniper. 

Management 

  There are a variety of desirable plant communities across the Snow Mountain Ranch.  Every one of 
these is threatened by the continuing expansion of western juniper. 

  The continued control of juniper on the site will achieve almost all of the family’s objectives.  Some 
permanent ungulate exclusion fence is planned for wetland, creek riparian areas and struggling aspen 
stands. 

  Grazing from large elk herds is probably the second largest threat to expanding communities and 
diversity across the site.  Elk also regularly knock down fences, making it difficult to keep out 
neighboring cattle. 

  The family will eventually do some commercial pine logging and livestock grazing.  

   The family would like develop an eco-tourism program to share the location with interested parties, 
and will continue to investigate opportunities for hunting leases. 


