
Nesting Anna’s Hummingbird 
Observations
 
At Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge
February 2014 to May 2014 

Beverly LaBelle



2

Summary
Nests located: 16 from February 22nd to April 20th.
Re-nesters located: 2. One on March 23rd. One on 
April 27th.
Found 1 female adult and 2 fledglings, but never 
found the nest.

Nests were located from 3 feet to 50 feet in:
Western Red Cedar: 4 nests
Douglas Fir: 3 nests
Cottonwood: 3 nests
Oregon Ash: 7 nests
Willow: 1 nest
Oak: 1 nest

Successful nests: 8. Total fledglings: 15
Successful re-nesters: 2. Total fledglings: 4

Failed nests: 9
Failed re-nesters 0

Out of the total failures:
1 nest start-then abandoned.
2 nests: adults were feeding 2 young each. Young 
were 3 to 4 days old, the following week, both nests 
were intact, but empty.
2 nests failed by predation. 1 nest found hanging 
from a branch during incubation, the other nest was 
torn off, leaving only the base of the nest intact. The 
adult was feeding 2 young about 10 days old.
3 nests abandoned. Too high up to see how they 
failed, but were left intact.
1 nest was located in a mess of gnarly branches 40 
feet up in Oregon Ash. Could not relocate.



3

Anna’s Hummingbird Nest 
Building
Typical nest building takes 3 to 10 days. Some hum-
mingbirds take their time; others build their nests 
quickly. The first egg is usually laid before the nest 
is finished. During the next week, lichen is attached 
to the outer nest, making it blend in better with the 
environment. 

Incubation lasts about 2 weeks and the young will 
fledge 3 to 4 weeks after hatching.

Anna’s Hummingbirds will re-nest for 2 reasons. 
If the first nesting attempt is successful, the female 
may choose to nest again. On occasion the female 
will use the same nest, but normally will build an-
other one close by. The second reason for re-nesting 
would be if the female’s first attempt fails, and 
would re-nest in another location.

Observations in Oaks Bottom
Oaks Bottom Anna’s Hummingbirds start build-
ing their nests from late January into February and 
early March. This year, beginning nest building was 
late February, possibly due to cold weather. Obser-
vations were taken twice a week on weekends for 3 
to 5 hours per visit

In the 2014 season, I found the first nest on Febru-
ary 22nd. The nest was half built. Only 2 nests were 
found in February, 9 more in March, and 5 in April.

I found 2 re-nesting hummingbirds. 1 on March 
23rd, re-nesting after failed first attempt. The other 
re-nester was found April 27th, after first attempt 
was successful.

Anna’s Hummingbird incubating her eggs.

Half-built nest in Oregon Ash.
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2 hummingbird nests were found along the wooded bluff path, just south of the mausoleum. 

#1 Failed by predation.
#8  Hard nest to find. Could not relocate.
#18 Never found the nest, but did find 1 female adult feeding 2 fledglings.

Nest Locations: South of Mausoleum
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Adult female with difficulty perching.

One of #18 fledglings.

Two Failures

Nest #1 failed by predation. The nest was torn away 
leaving only the base of the nest intact. This was 
the first nest I found on February 22nd. I found it 
destroyed on April 5th, when the young were about 
a week old.

Nest #8 was located in a huge Oregon Ash in a jum-
ble of gnarly branches 40 to 45 feet up. The nest was 
found on March 12th. I relocated the nest on March 
15th. I was not able to relocate the nest again.

One Successful Fledge

#18 was very interesting. I never found the nest, but, 
I  found a female adult feeding 2 fledglings. The 
young had just fledged and were flying from branch 
to branch with the adult feeding them. The adult 
had a problem with her feet. She could not perch 
on a branch without flapping her wings, but she was 
able to take care of her young.
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Nest Locations: North End

16 nests were found in the north end of Oaks Bottom. Only 5 were located in the blue order. 6 
were located along the paved path. 1 was located further south on the bluff path and 3 were lo-
cated west of the path down the hill close to the north end parking lot.

5 nests were located in what I call “the popular area”. In 2012 14 nests were located in the area, only 
2 were successful. In 2013, 9 nests were located and only 2 successes. Out of the 5 nests located this 
year, 4 failed, and 1 fledged 2 young.

Female Hummingbirds seem to be moving out of this area and finding success along the paved 
path and further west of the path.
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Popular Nesting Area

4 Failed Nests, 1 Success

#7 was found in a small Cottonwood 25 feet up on 
March 12th. The female was already incubating. On 
March 23rd, the nest was abandoned but still intact.

#9 was found in a spindly Oregon Ash on March 
15th, already incubating. On March 23rd she was 
feeding two hatchlings that were 3 to 4 days old. On 
April 5th, I found the nest empty, but still intact.

#16 was found April 6th only 6 feet up in an Oregon 
Ash. She was observed feeding 2 hatchlings 6 days 
old. Just 1 week later, the nest was empty, yet again, 
still intact.

#17 was found also on April 6th. The nest building 
was just beginning up in a large Cottonwood. On 
April 12th there was no sign of the nest. It turned 
out to be just a beginning nest start, she chose not 
to nest at this site.

#19 was located on April 20th and was found in an 
Oregon Ash only 4 1/2 feet up on the first branch 
nest to the trunk of the tree. The 2 young were just 
days from fledging. The nest was in the popular 
area but close to the paved path where there are 
many small Oregon Ash and Cottonwood trees covered with lichen and moss and the roots sub-
merged in water. This area is hard to walk through, but I kept seeing and hearing a female adult. I 
did walk through looking up for the female, when I found the nest just a few feet away from where I 
was standing. The following week, the young did fledge. 

Nest #7 before nest was abandoned.

Nest #19, two young days from fledging.
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Path Nesting Area

#4 was located on the 12th of March, in a small 
Western Red Cedar 4 feet up from the ground on 
the paved path close to the north end parking lot. 
On March 15th, I found the female adult feeding 
2 hatchlings about 1 week old. By March 28th, the 
young filled the nest with eyes open and color on 
their feathers. On  the following Saturday, both had 
fledged.

#5 was also found on March 12th in a Douglas Fir, 
20 feet up on the west side of the paved path, and 
very close to #4. On Saturday April 5th, the female 
was observed feeding 2 young. On Sunday,  April 
13th,  I found both young too big for the nest, they 
were days from fledging.

#10 was found on March 15th 20 feet up, where the 
female was incubating. Her nest was located on a 
moss covered snarly willow, where the paved path 
turns to the right, and the bluff path is to the left. 
The female was incubating on March 28th. On April 
5th, the nest was found still intact but abandoned.

#11 was located on March 15th in a Douglas Fir 15 
feet up and very close to #5. The female was found 
incubating on Sunday March 18th. I could not relo-
cate the nest on March 23rd, but on further inspec-
tion, I found the nest dangling on a lower branch. A predator had knocked it down.

#12 was found March 18th down the bluff trail, very high up in an Oregon Ash. The female was 
incubating her eggs. By April 12th, the adult was feeding 2 small hatchings. The following week 
the nest was abandoned, but nest still intact.

#13, a re-nester, was a very interesting nest. It was found on March 23rd, and the female was just 
building her nest, 5 feet in an Oregon Ash. On Friday, March 28th, there was 1 egg in the nest, 
and the nest was still incomplete. On April 6th, the female was incubating two eggs. By April 19th, 
there were a pair of 2-3 day old young. On May  3rd they were 16 days old, with eyes open and pin 
feathers. When I returned May 11th, they had fledged.

Female in Nest #5 feeding hatchling.

Two young from Nest #4 before fledging.
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#14 was located on April 6th in a small Western Red 
Cedar across from #4 on the paved path. This nest 
had eluded me for weeks because the young were 
about to fledge! I was so glad to find it, they would 
have fledged without me knowing! On April 12th 
the 2 young had fledged.

West of Path

4 nests were found west of the paved path, down 
the hill which is close to the north end parking 
lot. These 4 nests were all successful. One was a 
re-nester.

#3 was the 2nd nest I found on February 23rd. It 
was placed in a small Douglas Fir just about at eye 
level. The nest was half built. On March 23rd the 
female was feeding 3 to 4 day old hatchlings. The 2 
young fledged by April 12th.

#6 was found on March 12th in a small Oak tree, 20 
feet up. The female was feeding 1 young on March 
28th. By April 12th, I young had fledged.

#15 On April 6th, this nest was found by walking 
and brushing past a small Western Red Cedar tree. 
The nest was 6 feet up. The young fledged when 
they were startled. The fledglings flew into branches 
close by. The female adult found them and fed 
them. The young flew from branch to branch, often 
preening and calling. They may have left the nest a 
little sooner than they wanted, but they were able to 
fly and there was no harm.

Re-nester #2 was found on April 27th in a small 
Western Red Cedar 4 1/2 feet up. The half built 
nest had 2 eggs in it. By May 10th, the female was 
feeding 2 to 3 day old hatchlings. On May 23rd, the 
young had feathers and they both fledged by May 
29th. I believe that this re-nester had a successful 1st 
attempt and decided to have a second brood.

Re-nester #2 feeding small hatchling.

Female in nest #6, incubating her eggs.

Female feeding startled young from Nest #15.
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A Successful Year!

The 2014 hummingbird nesting season at Oaks Bot-
tom was very successful.

This year there were more nesting successes (10) 
than failures (9), and an amazing 19 fledglings. In 
2012 there were only a total of 9 hummingbirds that 
fledged along with 14 nest failures. In 2013, there 
were a total of 15 nest failures, and  a total of 16 
fledglings, 9 of them re-nesters.

Failures

5 failed nests were found intact, but abandoned. 2 
of the nests that I could peer into, were totally un-
disturbed, just empty. The other 3 nests were higher 
up in trees, but they appeared to be intact. I still can 
only guess that the predator is another bird, or squir-
rel, which are able to pluck the hatchlings out of the 
nest without disturbing it.
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Re-nester #13 progression from eggs to a week from fledging.
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