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Summary
Nests located: 17. From February to mid April
Re-nesters located: 7. From mid March to mid May

Nests were located from 5 feet to 40 feet in
Oregon Ash: 8 nests
Douglas-fir: 3 nests
Cottonwood: 8 nests
Birch: 1 nest
Willow: 3 nests
Western Red Western Red Cedar: 1 nest

Successful nests: 4. Total fledglings: 7
Successful re-nesters: 5. Total fledglings: 9

Failed nests: 13
Failed re-nesters: 2
Out of the total failures:

4 Were abandoned. Too high up in trees to see how they failed
4 Empty. Young picked out of the nest- nest left intact
5 Failed from predation- destroyed torn nests
2 Nest starts, then abandoned
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Anna’s Hummingbird Nest 
Building
Typical nest building takes 3 to 10 days. Some hum-
mingbirds take their time; others build their nests 
quickly. The first egg is usually laid before the nest 
is finished. During the next week, lichen is attached 
to the outer nest, making it blend in better with the 
environment. 

Incubation lasts about 2 weeks and the young will 
fledge 3 to 4 weeks after hatching.

Anna’s Hummingbirds will re-nest for 2 reasons. 
If the first nesting attempt is successful, the female 
may choose to nest again. On occasion the female 
will use the same nest, but normally will build an-
other one close by. The second reason for re-nesting 
would be if the female’s first attempt fails, and 
would re-nest in another location.

Observations in Oaks Bottom
Oaks Bottom Anna’s Hummingbirds start build-
ing their nests from late January into February and 
early March. Observations were taken twice a week 
on weekends for 3 to 5 hours per visit.

In the 2013 season, the first nest was found Febru-
ary 2nd. Female was just beginning to build her 
nest. 8 nests were found in February, and 9 more 
nests found in March.

6 re-nesters were found in March, and 1 renester in 
late April. 

Abandoned nest start, in Western Red Cedar.

Beginning nest building in Cottonwood.
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Eleven nests were found in the southern area of Oaks Bottom.

Seven Failures

Nest 16 was found on the 17th of March, in a Willow branch at eye-level. On the 31st of March, 
there were two hatchlings being fed. However, on the 14th of April, the nest was empty, but still 
intact. 

Nest 4 was found the 15th of February, in an Oregon Ash; this nest took a while to be completed. 
On both the 23rd and 31st of March, I observed the feeding of two hatchlings, however by the 7th 
of April the nest was missing, no evidence of the nest could be found.

Nest Locations: South of Mausoleum
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Nest 15, at incubation. Fledged 4/26/13.

Nest 11, in a Cottonwood, fledged 2 young 3/31/13

When I found nest 6 on the 15th of February in an 
Oregon Ash, the female was already incubating two 
eggs. By March 9th, the nest had been destroyed by 
predation, I found it on the ground.

Discovered February 3rd, 40 feet up an Oregon Ash, 
the female in nest 8 was already incubating. On 
March 2nd, I returned to find the nest abandoned. 

Nest 5 was discovered February 15th on the branch 
of a Willow, and was nearly completed when it 
was found. The female was incubating on Febru-
ary 18th, but I found it abandoned on the 2nd of 
March.

Nest 18 is possibly a renest of nest 5, as it was discov-
ered the following week only 30 feet away in another 
Willow. On March 16th, it was abandoned after hav-
ing only been half-built.

On the 9th of March, 25 feet up in an Oregon Ash, 
I found a female building nest 13. By the 16th, the 
nest had been destroyed. 

Four Successful Nests

The same day, I found what is possibly the renest of 
13, about 15 feet above the path in an Oregon Ash, 
and labeled nest 19 on the map. March 31st, the 
nest was completed and the female was incubating.  On April 26th, I was able to see one hatchling 
beak protruding from the nest, and by May 1st it fledged.

It’s possible that nest 17 is a renest of nest 6, since it was found very close by in another Oregon Ash 
just a week later on the 17th of March. On March 31st, the female was feeding two young, and by 
the 7th of April, the young were getting too large for the nest. On April 13th, both fledged.

On the 17th of March, nest 15 was found just north of the mausoleum. The female was incubating 
and putting finishing touches on the nest. On the 7th of April she was feeding two hatchlings, and 
on the 13th of April, I observed her feeding just one. By the 26th of April, the young had fledged.

Nest 11 was found March 2nd, incubating in a Cottonwood. On March 16th she was feeding two 
hatchlings, and they fledged by the 31st. 
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Nest Locations: North End

Thirteen nests were found in the north end of Oaks Bottom. Nine of the nests were located in the 
area marked by the blue border. The other four nests were located along the path approximately 
100 yards from the north parking lot.

Nine nests were located in what I call the ‘Popular Nesting Area.’ This area has small Cottonwoods, 
and Oregon Ash trees, with lots of moss and lichen. It is located at the edge of the meadows, 
and further in the trees that are above water, which seems to be ideal habitat for nesting hum-
mingbirds. The success rate in this area is poor. All seven original nests failed. Two out of three 
renesters were successful.
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Popular Nesting Area

Nest 2 was found February 3rd, just beginning 
nest building in a small Cottonwood. On the 18th 
of February, there was one egg in the nest. Three 
weeks later, there were two hatchlings. On the 16th 
of March, the nest was found empty, but intact. 

On February 14, twenty feet up in a Birch tree, I 
found Nest 3. On February 23rd, the female was 
incubating. By the 16th of March, she was feeding 
two small hatchlings. On the 23rd of March there 
was no activity at the nest. It appeared to be aban-
doned, it was too high to see how it failed, but the 
nest seemed to be intact.

Nest 19 was a renest found March 21st on an eye-lev-
el Cottonwood branch, over water. On April 7th, the 
female was incubating. By the 26th she was feeding 
two hatchlings. The young fledged May 4th.

When I found nest 9, the female was incubating 
in a small Cottonwood over water, at eye-level. On 
March 17th she was feeding two two to three day old 
hatchlings. On March 31st, the nest was empty, but 
still intact.

Nest 12 was found half built on March 9th. By the 
16th, the nest was destroyed by a predator. 

Nest 14, discovered the 17th of March in a Cottonwood, eye-level over water, had two hatchlings 
being fed. On the 24th of March when I returned to this nest, only one hatchling remained. By the 
31st of March, the nest was empty, but still intact.

On March 2nd, I found nest 10, 20 feet up in an Oregon Ash, with a female already incubating. 
On the 16th of March, she was still incubating. There was no activity at the nest on my visit March 
23rd. The following day, the nest was found abandoned, but was too high up to discern the reason 
for failure, however, it was still intact. 

Nest 20 was discovered the 23rd of March; a renester, just beginning to build. The nest was 20 to 
25 feet high in a Cottonwood. By the 31st of March the female was incubating. On April 26th, I was 
able to see a beak protruding from the nest. However, on May 1st, the nest was destroyed by preda-

Successful renester in Popular Nesting Area

Two hatchlings, no more than 2-3 days old
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tion.

Nest 22 was found the 31st of March, another 
renester, incubating eggs in a Cottonwood over 
water, about 6 feet high. She was incubating 2 eggs 
on April 7th, and there were two active young in the 
nest on my return visit April 26th. On May 1st, the 
young fledged.

Path Nesting Area

Four other nests were located 100 yards along the 
path from the North parking lot. 

Nest 0 was found February 3rd, in a small Western 
Red Cedar, just beginning to build. On the 10th of 
February, the nest was the same size. Four days later, 
I returned to find it abandoned.

On the 10th of March I found nest 1, already com-
pleted, approximately 15 feet up in a Douglas-fir. 
The female was incubating. When I returned the 
17th of March, she was feeding two hatchlings. On 
the 31st of March, she was continuing to feed grow-
ing young, whose heads were beginning to poke 
above the nest. On the 7th of April, the young 
fledged. The female was returning to feed the young 
on branches near the nest.

Nest 21 is a renester found May 4th 15 to 20 feet up 
in a Douglas-fir. By May 15th, there were two beaks 
showing above the nest. Both young fledged May 
26th.

Nest 7 was discovered February 23rd approximately 
15 feet up in a Douglas-fir. By the 2nd of March, the 
female was incubating. On March 10th she was feed-
ing two three to four day old hatchlings. On March 
24th the young were very active, and both young 
fledged on the 31st. 

Two young in nest, beginning to grow feathers

Two young, hours away from fledging
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Possible Causes for Failure
Predation seemed to be the primary cause of failures in the 2013 season at Oaks Bottom. Torn and 
destroyed nests, and hatchlings plucked from nests were common evidence supporting predation. I 
have not personally witnessed any predation, I can only guess at what might be destroying and raid-
ing nests.  

Scrub Jays or American Crows

Scrub Jays and American Crows are known to pluck hatchlings out of nests. I rarely see Scrub Jays 
at Oaks Bottom, and I do not usually see American Crows in the nesting areas. 

Squirrels

There are non-native Eastern Gray Squirrels at Oaks Bottom, I am unsure if they are able to raid 
the nests without disturbing them. 

Competition

The way in which the nests failed (undisturbed but empty nests) seems to suggest that the close 
proximity of the nests and competition for resources in such a small area is the most likely cause of 
failure. Additionally, nests away from clusters of other nests (e.g. nest 15), or renested weeks after 
other close-by nests had failed (e.g. nest 22), tended to succeed.
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A female feeding a hatchling by regurgitating nectar and insects directly into the body of the hatchling.

Examples of the variety of tree choices for nesting, from top left, clockwise: Birch, Douglas-fir, Cottonwood, and 
Oregon Ash.
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