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Summary

Nests located: 15. From February to mid April
Re-nesters located: 5. From mid April to early June

Nests were located from 3 feet to 30 feet in
Oregon Ash: 9 nests
Douglas Fir: 2 nests
Oak: 1 nest
Cottonwood: 6 nests
Willow: 2 nests

Successful nests: 4. Total fledglings: 6
Successful re-nesters: 2. Total fledglings: 3

Failed nests: 11
Failed re-nesters: 3
Out of the total failures:

3 Were abandoned. Too high up in trees to see how they failed
3 Failed from sustained cold weather-dead young in nest
4 Empty. Young picked out of the nest- nest left intact
2 Failed from predation- destroyed torn nests
2 Failed from eggs being pecked-eggs still left in nest
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Anna’s Hummingbird Nest 
Building

Typical nest building takes 3 to 10 days. Some hum-
mingbirds take their time; others build their nests 
quickly. The first egg is usually layed before the nest 
is finished. During the next week, lichen is attached 
to the outer nest, making it blend in better with the 
environment. 

Incubation lasts about 2 weeks and the young will 
fledge 3 to 4 weeks after hatching.

Anna’s Hummingbirds will re-nest for 2 reasons. 
If the first nesting attempt is successful, the female 
may choose to nest again. On occasion the female 
will use the same nest, but normally will build an-
other one close by. The second reason for re-nesting 
would be if the female’s first attempt fails, and 
would re-nest in another location.

Observations in Oaks Bottom

Oaks Bottom Anna’s Hummingbirds start build-
ing their nests from late January into February and 
early March. Observations were taken twice a week 
on weekends for 3 to 5 hours per visit.

In the 2012 season, I found the first nest on Febru-
ary 12th. The female was already incubating 2 eggs. 
5 nests were found in February, and 10 more in 
March.

I found 5 re-nesting female hummingbirds all in 
early to mid April. I have seen a female feeding 
fledglings while incubating a second set of eggs. 

Beginning Nest Building

Incubating Eggs
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Nest Locations: South of Mausoleum

Black areas indicate failure. White areas indicate a nest that successfully fledged.
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3 hummingbird nests were found just off the 
wooded path in back of the mausoleum. 

Two Failures
Nest one was located above water 20 feet in an 
Oregon Ash tree. The nest was found on February 
11th. On March 4th the female was feeding at least 
one young. On March 10th the nest was empty and 
the downy fluff inside the nest was pulled up. A 
predator destroyed the nest and the young hatch-
ling.

The 3rd nest was on the mausoleum side of the 
path 10 feet up on a small Douglas fir branch. The 
nest failed because of the sustained cold weather in 
late March. 2 young  two weeks from fledging, were 
dead  in the nest.

Three Successful Nests
The 2nd nest was in an Oregon Ash tree about 5 
feet above the water. The nest was successful, fledg-
ing 2 young.

Nests 4 and 5 were 2 of the successful fledged 
nests, found 15 to 25 feet above water in willow 
trees. The nests were fairly close to each other, 
about 50 yards separating them. Both nests fledged 
1 young each.

Two young, days away from fledging.

One of the successful willow nests.

One of the fledglings, a week later.
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Nest Locations: North End

The majority of the Anna’s Hummingbirds’ nests were found in a small area in the North End of 
Oaks Bottom (marked on the map by a cyan border). Only one nest in the north end of the park 
was not in the popular nest area, and it was successful (in the map, it is the lone circle near the 
parking lot).

I found 9 nests and 5 re-nesters in small cottonwoods and ash trees with lots of moss and lichen 
covering them at the edge of the meadows and further in the trees that were above water. This area 
seemed to be the most popular choice to nest. Some nests were as close as 25 feet to one another. 
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In this area, most of the nests failed. Out of 14 nests, 
only 2 were successful. Both successful nests were 
re-nesters.

Original Nests
All of the 9 original nests failed, either by the cold 
weather (2), or unknown causes (7). 3 nests were 
abandoned, but too high up in trees to see why 
they failed. 4 of the original nests were successful 
through the incubation period and were feeding 
young hatchlings. A week later, when I returned, 
they were empty. The nests were totally intact, just 
empty. 

Re-nesters
Of the 5 re-nesters, 2 were successful and 3 failed. 
2 of the re-nesters that failed had both incubated 
eggs, however, when I returned 1 week later, the 
eggs in both nests had been pecked and destroyed. 

Possible Causes for Failure

Scrub Jays
Scrub Jays are known to pluck hatchlings out of 
nests, but I rarely ever see any Scrub Jays at Oaks 
Bottom. 

Squirrels
There are non-native Eastern Gray Squirrels at the Bottoms, are they able to grab hatchlings out of 
nests without harming the nests? 

Competition
The way in which the nests failed (pecking, undisturbed but empty nests) seems to suggest that the 
close proximity of the nests and competition for resources in such a small area is the most likely 
cause of failure in this area. Additionally, the lone nest near the parking lot, away from the popular 
area, was successful.

Mirror showing pecked eggs in another failed nest.

One of the pecked eggs in a failed nest.
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This nest was affected by the cold weather. To the left you can see the female Anna’s hummingbird feeding her 
hatchlings. On the right, dead young, after the cold snap in mid to late March.

These three nests were feeding young hatchlings, but on subsequent visits before they could have fledged, were 
empty and deserted.
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