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Volunteers from the Northwest Ecological Research Institute monitored the new and old nest 

boxes at the North Arm of Timothy Lake in 2016. During visits in the summer we observed Tree 

Swallows using many of the nest boxes, including the new ones and the ones designed for cavity 

nesting ducks. In September and October we monitored all of the boxes, checking for use, 

cleaning, examining them and making any repairs needed.  

 

Of the 23 swallow nest boxes put up in 2012 or earlier, all were still in place. All were in pretty 

good condition, although several will need a little TLC next year. All of the swallow boxes had 

been used at least once by Tree Swallows, except for 3 that were empty. In 13 of the boxes there 

were Tree Swallow nests that had successfully fledged at least one young. This year, none 

appeared to have fledged more than one brood. Three of the successful nests had 1 undeveloped 

egg remaining in an otherwise fledged nest. Two boxes had failed nests with 2 or 3 dead 

nestlings and one or 2 unhatched eggs, and 4 boxes had nest starts only, with grasses and feathers 

brought in but no evidence that eggs were laid. One box had a dead adult at the bottom, 

underneath a successful nest. As usual, the nests were composed of dried sedges and grasses 

(except one used pine needles), lined with goose and duck contour feathers placed to arch over 

the cup. 2016 was a fairly productive year for Tree Swallows, although the rainy spring limited 

the number of available flying insect prey, which probably was the cause of nest starts being 

abandoned, not all eggs hatching or nestlings fledging, and apparently some swallows not 

nesting at all. The successful nests may have been ones initiated after the weather settled and 

more aerial insects became available. 

 

Of the 3 remaining larger nest boxes put up for ducks in 2012 and earlier, all were still in place. 

Once again, these were not used by ducks, although cavity nesting species (Barrow’s Goldeneye, 

Bufflehead, and Hooded Merganser) were seen nearby during the year. One of the duck boxes 

may have fledged one or 2 swallows, but 2 nestlings died after almost fully developing. The 

other 2 duck boxes had a few feathers, indicating that a Tree Swallow pair considered nesting 

there. It does not seem to be possible for us to find a spot that attracts ducks rather than 

swallows. It appears that there are enough natural cavities in the old growth trees around and 

near the North Arm for the cavity-nesting ducks to utilize, although they are using similar nest 

boxes at nearby sites. The 2 duck boxes on the south side mainland were used by Northern 

Flying Squirrels during fall or winter of 2015. Because ducks are not using these boxes, and 

because they are too large for the Tree Swallows to use very successfully, we recommend 

replacing the one on the island with a swallow box in 2017, and abandoning the other 2 to the 

flying squirrels.  

 

We look forward to continued monitoring and maintenance of the nest boxes at the North Arm of 

Timothy Lake in 2017. 

 


